Chapters 7 to 9 focus on the actors involved in irrigation: water users and organizational structures (communities and syndicates of users, called consortages), as well as their relations with authorities. Chapters 10 to 12 address the issues of property, common goods, and use conflicts. The last 2 chapters expand the analytical framework by proposing an ethnoecological reading of irrigation (Chapter 13) and presenting a comparison of irrigation in the Vanoise massif and in other regions, particularly in the European Alps (Chapter 14).
The study is extremely detailed, and it effectively combines the disciplinary skills of the 3 authors. It identifies, maps, and documents at least 550 channels, mostly abandoned, of which 350 were used for irrigation. This is an exceptional work of documentation that will be useful to the region and particularly to the National Park. The authors have very successfully combined historical and archival research with interviews of older people who participated in the irrigation process in their youth. This dual approach has made it possible to both multiply the documentary sources and highlight the importance of actors' perceptions of all aspects of water and its management at the local level.
Beyond its function of documenting a world that has disappeared today, this book is also an essential contribution to the scientific literature on mountain irrigation. As the authors point out, their research complements previous knowledge on irrigation in the European Alps, which has hitherto focused largely on the 3 regions of Valais (Switzerland) 
